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WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. – Finnish
President Alexander Stubb made a sur-
prise trip on Saturday to meet with
President Donald Trump at his estate in
Florida, where the two leaders discuss-
ed strengthening their countries’ bilat-
eral partnership and played a round of
golf.

“President Stubb and I look forward
to strengthening the partnership be-
tween the United States and Finland,
and that includes the purchase and de-
velopment of a large number of badly
needed Icebreakers for the U.S., deliver-
ing Peace and International Security for
our Countries, and the World,” Trump
said in a post his on Truth Social plat-

form.
The two presidents met for break-

fast, played golf and had lunch together.
They also discussed foreign policy is-
sues, including Ukraine. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Ze-
lenskyy met with Stubb in Helsinki ear-
lier this month.

The Finnish president’s office said in
a statement that Stubb’s unannounced
visit to Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate in
West Palm Beach, Florida, was informal.

The meeting took place a day after
Trump’s vice president, JD Vance, made
an uninvited visit to Greenland, a semi-
autonomous territory of Finland’s close
Nordic ally Denmark. Vance accused
Denmark of doing a poor job keeping
Greenland safe.

Trump has expressed interest in ac-
quiring Greenland, part of a growing in-
ternational focus on competition to con-
trol the Arctic. Denmark’s government
opposes such a move, as do most Green-

land residents.
Finland is the world’s leading pro-

ducer of icebreakers. About 80% of the
ships have been designed by Finnish
companies, and around 60% of them
have been built at Finnish shipyards.

In November, Canada, Finland and
the U.S. administration of former Presi-
dent Joe Biden signed a deal called the
Icebreaker Collaboration Effort to work
“together to develop world-class Arctic
and polar icebreakers through the ex-
change of knowledge, information, and
resources.”

Before his visit, Stubb had said he
hoped to play golf with Trump and that
icebreaker diplomacy could help Fin-
land maintain good relations with the
U.S. and Trump.

Finland shares the European Union’s
longest border with Russia. After Russia
invaded Ukraine, the country made a
foreign policy U-turn after decades of
military non-alignment, deciding to join

NATO together with Sweden.
Trump’s frequent criticism of NATO

allies and his shift toward normalizing
relations with Russia have some Euro-
pean countries scrambling to boost
their own defense spending. 
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NEW DELHI – Indian and U.S. offi-
cials discussed trade issues including
the reduction of tariffs and easing of
non-tariff barriers, making progress to-
ward a bilateral trade agreement during
several days of talks in New Delhi, they
said on Saturday. 

The negotiations, led by officials
from India’s commerce ministry and a
U.S. trade delegation headed by Bren-
dan Lynch, assistant U.S. trade repre-
sentative for South and Central Asia,

were held from Wednesday through
Saturday. Separately, U.S. Deputy Sec-
retary of State Christopher Landau
spoke with Indian Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri about efforts to reduce
trade barriers and achieve a “fair and
balanced bilateral trade relationship,”
while also strengthening defense and
technology cooperation to bolster re-
gional security.

Landau thanked India for its efforts
in addressing illegal immigration to the
United States and urged continued co-
operation, the U.S. Department of State
said in a statement.

The talks come as U.S. President
Donald Trump prepares to impose re-
ciprocal tariffs on multiple trading part-
ners from April 2, with India hoping for

an exemption amid the bilateral talks.
Both countries aim to sign the first
tranche of a bilateral trade deal by fall.

“The successful conclusion of the
discussions reflects progress in efforts
to expand India-U.S. bilateral trade and
investment relations to promote pros-
perity, security and innovation in both
countries,” a statement by India’s com-
merce ministry said.

Last month, during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to Washington,
India pledged to boost purchases of U.S.
energy products and defense equip-
ment, and the two sides agreed to aim
for a deal targeting bilateral trade of
$500 billion by 2030.

Trump has called India a “tariff king,”
with the U.S. wanting India to reduce

levies on products and seeking greater
market access for U.S. companies.

Piyush Goyal, India’s trade minister,
visited Washington earlier this month
for talks with U.S. Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer and Commerce Secre-
tary Howard Lutnick. Sector-specific
expert engagements for the bilateral
trade agreement will begin virtually in
the coming weeks, followed by an in-
person negotiating round, the joint
statement said.

The U.S. currently has a $45.6 billion
trade deficit with India. While the U.S.
trade-weighted average tariff rate
stands at about 2.2%, India’s average
tariff is significantly higher at 12%, ac-
cording to World Trade Organization
data. 
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It was an illustration of how Trump’s
order, issued on Thursday, spurred ev-
eryday Americans, historians and poli-
ticians to consider the meaning of patri-
otism and the purpose of history.

Singling out the Smithsonian Institu-
tion, which comprises 21 museums and
the National Zoo, Trump ordered the re-
moval of what he called “improper ide-
ology.” The president also instructed
Vice President JD Vance, a member of
the Smithsonian Institution’s 17-mem-
ber Board of Regents, to oversee the tak-
ing down of monuments and sculptures
that the order called “divisive narratives
that distort our shared history.”

An example cited in the order includ-
ed a Smithsonian American Art Mu-
seum exhibit titled “The Shape of Pow-
er: Stories of Race and American Sculp-
ture,” which according to the museum’s
website “examines for the first time the
ways in which sculpture has shaped and
reflected attitudes and understandings
about race in the United States.”

The National Museum of African
American History and Culture was ac-
cused in the order of attempting to por-
tray “American and Western culture as
harmful.”

Smithsonian officials and several
Democratic and Republican members of
its board did not respond to requests for
comment on Friday.

Cindy Werner, a Republican and
state director for the Frederick Douglass
Foundation in Wisconsin, said Trump’s
order “will expand the different stories
in America’s history, highlighting what
makes our country great – allowing

more highlights in what brings us to-
gether rather than dividing us.”

Trump’s order reflects the rhetoric of
Project 2025, a policy blueprint pub-
lished before Trump’s victory by con-
servative thinkers, some of whom have
since taken prominent roles in his ad-
ministration.

“America is now divided between
two opposing forces: woke revolution-
aries and those who believe in the ideals
of the American revolution,” according
to Project 2025.

Many historians have challenged
that perspective.

Kyle Mays, a professor at the Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles, called
Trump’s executive order a “fascist
move” to erase the history of racism and
sexism that shaped the United States.

“The truth in American history re-
quires honesty based on evidence, not
ideology rooted in erasing what hap-
pened,” said Mays, a professor of Afri-
can American studies, American Indian
studies and history.

Historian Clayborne Carson, an ex-
pert on Martin Luther King Jr., said as a
historian he considers many aspects of
the past.

“The people that are pointing the fin-
ger saying they’re revising history, in
some respects, that’s the division of the
country.”

Since taking office on January 20, the
Trump administration has launched ef-
forts to dismantle federal DEI initiatives
that have led to the removal, sometimes
briefly, of historical content about Afri-
can Americans and other minorities
from government websites, and intensi-
fied attacks on educational institutions.
The administration has focused on mu-
seums, universities and public schools
that emphasize race, systemic inequi-

ties and diverse cultural contributions.
“I don’t know what’s left of the Afri-

can American History Museum after
this order, depending on the interpreta-
tion of it,” said Iowa State University
history professor Amy Rutenberg, who
focuses on modern U.S. women’s and
gender history.

Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto, a Dem-
ocrat from Nevada who is on the Smith-
sonian board, said in a statement that
Trump’s order was a “weak, pathetic ef-

fort to distract from his disastrous plans
to cut Medicaid and use tariffs to raise
costs for middle class Americans.”

Tina van Pelt came to the National
Mall on Friday with her child and
friends to see the cherry blossoms, and
when she heard about Trump’s order
the night before, she said it shocked her.

“I would hate to see the quality of our
exhibits go down due to an idea that it’s
unpatriotic to show the actual history of
our country.” 
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tariffs expired in November 2019 under
the original report.

Trump administration officials are
aware of the issue, auto industry lobby-
ists said.

Honoring past commitments

The Canadian government con-
firmed the USMCA auto side letters’
terms in an emailed statement to Reu-
ters, and said it fully expects the U.S. to
honor the agreements.

Canada also has the right to take re-
taliatory measures in response to U.S.
Section 232 tariffs that are inconsistent
with USMCA and World Trade Organi-
zation obligations, the statement said.

“Mexico is evaluating all the legal as-
pects before the USMCA and the WTO,”
said Luis Rosendo Gutierrez, the Mexi-
can Economy Ministry’s undersecre-
tary for foreign trade. “The most impor-
tant consideration is to identify what is
best for Mexican consumers and pro-
ducers.”

The Office of the USTR and the Com-
merce Department did not respond to
Reuters’ queries on the matter.

The White House did not address
questions about the protections but
said: “America cannot just be an assem-
bler of foreign-made parts – we must
become a manufacturing powerhouse
that dominates every step of the supply
chain.” 

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney spoke with Trump on Friday for the
first time since taking office, a conversa-
tion described by both men as produc-
tive. But Carney won no commitment

from Trump to ease tariffs on Canada,
and warned the U.S. president that he
would impose retaliatory tariffs after
Trump’s April 2 reciprocal tariff an-
nouncement. 

Room to grow

The auto quotas were meant to allow
for some growth in Mexican and Cana-
dian production. If honored, they would
still exceed U.S. auto imports from the
two countries. 

The protections agreed to by Light-
hizer removed a major stumbling block
to the completion of USMCA negotia-
tions as Trump separately pursued the
auto trade probe. They are posted
alongside the USMCA main text on the
USTR website.

“The USMCA side letters for automo-
tive were designed to prevent the very
situation Canada and Mexico now con-

front – having to negotiate with the U.S.
with the tariffs hanging over their
heads,” said Dan Ujczo, a lawyer and for-
mer Canada trade envoy who special-
izes in U.S.-Canadian trade matters. 

He noted that as USMCA negotia-
tions came to a close in late 2019, the
Trump administration granted tariff ex-
emptions to Canadian and Mexican
steel and aluminum imports, but Trump
has since rescinded them.

“As with steel and aluminum, the end
game for autos is increased domestic in-
vestment and resetting the quotas,
along with preventing Chinese OEMs
(original equipment manufacturers)”
into the North American value chain,
said Ujczo, who is senior counsel with
Thompson Hine in Columbus, Ohio.

Lighthizer, who had been under con-
sideration for senior Trump economic
Cabinet posts, declined to comment, re-
ferring a query to USTR. 

Tariffs
Continued from Page 1NN


